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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Sunday, July 5th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                                                                                                                    Cross Road 

AS WE GATHER 

Thank God for our nation! The celebration of Independence Day is not part of the traditional Church Year 

calendar. Rather, it is a national celebration that presents an opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of 

our land. In observing the day, we are connected with the Biblical record of God’s people in times past who 

expressed thanks for the blessings that God had given to them through the nation of which they were part. The 

psalmist writes, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). As we bring our thankful praise to 

God, we ask that His blessing on our land would continue for generations. 

Paul concludes our series by sharing the true struggles of a Christian. We don’t want to sin but we do. We want 

to do what is right but we often choose what is wrong. Jesus stands in the midst of our struggle with words of 

rest and forgiveness. 

 

Gathering Song  “America, the Beautiful” 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,  

Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

America!  America!  May God thy gold refine,  

Till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine.  

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,  

For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee,  

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

Welcome & Invocation                 Pastor Aaron Boerst 

 

Opening Song                   “Who You Say I Am” 

Who am I that the highest King  

Would welcome me 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh His love for me 

Oh His love for me 

Who the Son sets free 

Oh is free indeed 

I’m a child of God yes I am 

Free at last He has ransomed me  

His grace runs deep 

While I was a slave to sin  

Jesus died for me 

Yes He died for me 

Who the Son sets free 

Oh is free indeed 

I’m a child of God yes I am 

In my Father’s house 

there’s a place for me 
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I’m a child of God yes I am 

I am chosen not forsaken 

I am who You say I am 

You are for me not against me 

I am who You say I am 

I am who You say I am 

Who the Son sets free 

Oh is free indeed 

I’m a child of god yes I am 

In my Father’s house 

there’s a place for me 

I’m a child of god yes I am 
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Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

People: Almighty God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean, undeserving of Your 

mercy. We admit that we have sinned against You in countless ways. We have left undone 

those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought not to have 

done. We have not always been the citizens of our blessed nation we could be, taking for 

granted the gift of freedom that is ours. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask 

Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead 

us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we grow in righteousness and godly 

living to the glory of Your holy name. 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who repent and turn to Him in contrition. In kindness 

and love, He promises pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning sacrifice of His Son, 

Jesus Christ. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to keep our nation and its leaders under Your care. 

It is by Your grace and blessing alone that we can know peace and freedom. Direct and lead us 

to live justly with our neighbors, peaceably in our communities, and joyfully in our land, seeking 

the common good. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Rite of Holy Baptism:                                     Giovanni Eli Warren 

Scripture Reader                           Kathy Allen                                                                                                                  

Scripture Reading                                                                                                                        Romans 7:14-25a  

(The War Raging Within Us) 

 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own 

actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with 

the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that 
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nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 

carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do 

what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of 

God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 

from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Reader:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message                     

Song of the Day          “God Bless Our Native Land/My Country Tis of Thee” 

God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand   Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do thou our country save, By thy great might! 

Our fathers' God to Thee, 

Author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright, 

With freedom's holy light, 

Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God our King! 

Lord of all truth and right, 

In whom alone is might, 

On thee we call! 

And may the nations see 

That men should brothers be, 

And form one family! 

God save us all! 

Sermon                          The New Normal: A Shoulder to Bear Your Burdens                       Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
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prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 

come. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church                                                                                  Cross Road Solo 

Pastor: We pray for the Church, that the message of salvation be proclaimed joyfully throughout all the 

world and that those who faithfully share the Gospel and who live it out in their lives know 

blessing and contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We pray for the nations of the world, that all would know times of peace and security. Grant that 

the leaders of our nation be endowed with wisdom and courage, that they seek the well-being 

of our people in every way. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We pray for all workers in the Church, asking the blessings of holy wisdom and heavenly grace 

to all pastors, deaconesses, and teachers. By their devoted service in response to their calling, 

grant that faith and faithfulness abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We pray for our nation as we rejoice in the freedoms we enjoy. We give You special thanks for 

all those who serve in the military, in medical professions, as educators, and as emergency 

personnel. Grant that we live out our citizenship with dedication and gratitude. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We pray for special conditions and circumstances. By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who 

are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. Bring consolation to those in sorrow, 

and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You on earth, who now rest 

from their labors, [especially . . .]. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to 

the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord 

[Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 



5 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:     Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:   Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on  

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  “I Am Free”           by Jon Egan 

Through You the blind will see  through You the mute will sing 

Through You the dead will rise  through You all hearts will praise 

Through You the darkness flees  through You my heart screams 

I Am Free (I am free)    Yes I am free (yes I am free) 

I am free to run (I am free to run) I am free to dance (I am free to dance) 

I am free to live for You (I am free to live for You) 

I am free (I am free)   Yes I am free (yes I am free) 

I am free to run (I am free to run) I am free to dance (I am free to dance) 

I am free to live for You (I am free to live for You) 

I am free (I am free)   Yes I am free (yes I am free) 

Through You the blind will see  through You the mute will sing 

Through You the dead will rise  through You all hearts will praise 

Through You the darkness flees  through You my heart screams 

I Am Free (I am free)   Yes I am free (yes I am free) 

I am free to run (I am free to run) I am free to dance (I am free to dance) 

I am free to live for You (I am free to live for You) 

O I am free (I am free)    I am free (yes I am free) 

CCLI Song # 4220974 Jon Egan © 2004 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C 

Cook)) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1530621 

Announcements 

 

Postlude                           “Heal Our Land” 
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